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My goal this morning is to destroy your self-confidence. The world tells us 

that what we need in life is self-confidence. But you can’t find a single verse 

in the Bible with that message. The Bible calls us to abandon trusting in 

ourselves. The message of the Bible is that what you need in life is complete 

confidence in God—and when we establish our confidence in the Son of God 

it empowers us to stand, even in the fire. I’m not saying that you shouldn’t be 

confident, but that its essential for your confidence to be in God rather than 

in yourself. Confidence in self is prone to pride; confidence in God is prone 

to humility. [martyrs—confidence in self has long died] 

It would be tragic if we did not come away from Mark 14 with a deep 

abiding conviction that we must abandon false-confidence in ourselves to 

rely completely upon the impeccable
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 righteousness of Jesus Christ.  

Once again we discover Mark’s favorite literary tool called the sandwich 

technique in which he frames one episode inside another like tucking a ½ 

pound of beef in between the toasted sides of a sesame bun—using one story 

to interpret another. The bun in two halves tells the story of Peter’s collapse 

from bold to cowardly providing a drastic contrast to the real meat of this 

passage which is Jesus’ rock-solid faithfulness. We get so critical of Peter’s 

failure, yet just maybe God is graciously demolishing Peter’s pride.  

Do you remember how bold Peter has been on occasion? For example, in 

Mark 8, Jesus told the disciples that “the Son of Man must suffer many 

things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and 

be killed, and after 3 days rise again.” Peter pulled Jesus aside and rebuked 

Jesus to which the Master replied, “Get behind Me, Satan, for you are not 

setting your mind on God’s interests but man’s.”  

Later in Mark 14 when Jesus predicted that all the disciples would fall away 

because the Shepherd would be struck and the sheep would be scattered, 
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 Impeccable = perfect, flawless, pure, sinless  

Peter boasted that though all would fall away, He would not. Yet he did flee 

away in Gethsemane with the rest of the disciples.  

Now when they arrested Jesus and led Him away to the high priest, vs. 54 

says Peter had followed Him at a distance (the top of the bun). Perhaps in 

one sense it is brave for Peter to be there at all, and yet as we will see Peter is 

losing his footing on a very steep and slippery slope. As Jesus is being 

prosecuted by the Sanhedrin (rulers of the Jews), Peter is cross-examined by 

a young servant-girl in vss. 66-72—the bottom half of the bun. As Peter steps 

up to the fire in the courtyard to warm himself one of the servant-girls 

recognizes him in the glow of the fire. And you know what happens next—3 

times, Peter denies that he even knows Jesus.  

Note that all of those times that Peter boasted so confidently in himself, he 

really believed that he had what it would take—pride is really convincing to 

self! And yet his self-confidence proved to be false-confidence when it was 

put to the fiery test. What Peter struggled to believe is that Jesus really knew 

his heart better than he did himself. Peter’s downfall was misplaced 

confidence. He was trusting in himself rather than trusting in Jesus by 

humbly accepting His word—even through it revealed painful flaws about 

him.  

This can easily happen in our lives as well. In our pride, we don’t want to admit that 

our sin is as wretched as the bible makes it out to be. The Bible says that we are dead 

in our transgressions and sins—that we can do nothing to save ourselves or even 

contribute even one ounce to our salvation. And yet we go on thinking that by living 

a certain way, we somehow earn God’s favor. But  that’s false confidence in 

ourselves.  

We are no strangers to Peter’s failure. And yet Mark uses Peter’s experience 

to frame something even more significant that he wants us to see about Jesus. 

Vss. 55-65 are the meat of this sandwich and of this passage. Here Mark 

reports what happened in the so-called “trial” of Jesus. The trial itself is a 

complete hoax and mockery of justice.  

We know from studies in historical background that the Sanhedrin had very 

detailed procedures that they were to abide by in capital offense cases.  



Let me point out at least 7 violations of that procedure—7 breaches of justice 

by the prosecution that are evident here in Mark 14
2
: 

1. Jesus was tried at night. This was illegal. All criminal cases were to 

be tried during the daytime. 

 

2. Jesus was tried during Passover. However it was unlawful for any 

“criminal” cases to be held during the Passover.  

 

3. The Sanhedrin had to meet in their official meeting place to issue a 

valid verdict. However, we know from vs. 54 that the trial was held 

at the home of Caiaphas, the high priest.  

 

4. A case could not be started and finished on the same day unless the 

verdict was “not guilty.” A night had to lapse so that feelings of 

mercy might have time to rise. However, Jesus entire “trial” was 

completed within the hours of a single night and ended with a 

unanimous consensus, all condemning Him to be deserving of death 

[vs. 64].  

 

5. The whole trial has no basis other than vindictive jealousy. Look at 

vs. 55: “Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying 

to obtain testimony against Jesus to put Him to death…” 

What’s the problem here? The problem is that everything is 

backwards. They have already determined a sentence before they 

have even found a crime.  

 

6. They are using false witnesses in vss. 56-59 who are claiming that 

Jesus threatened to destroy the temple Himself. What Jesus actually 

said in John 2:19 was, “destroy this temple—speaking of His body—

and in three days I will raise it up”. Not only were the witnesses, 

false. They could not agree to lie consistently with one another. 

According to law, all evidence had to be verified by two witnesses 

who were examined separately without having any contact with each 
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 See R.C. Sproul, Mark. pg. 383. See also background information in Barclay (p. 390-

391) and MacArthur (198-210) in their commentaries on Mark.  

other. The punishment for bearing false witness was death. 

Apparently this was overlooked. 

 

7. If the accused was found guilty, the sentence was not to be 

pronounced until two days later. During those two days, the counsel 

was to fast and on the morning of the third day each judge was asked 

whether or not he had changed his mind about the verdict.  

If the council voted unanimously for conviction, the accused was 

set free, because the necessary element of mercy was assumed to 

be lacking.
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 That most certainly did not happen with Jesus.  

 

Now, I have just taken 5 minutes or more to demonstrate how distorted and 

corrupt this trial was. But don’t get overly distracted by that and miss that 

there is something more here than just an unfair trial. I believe that Mark’s 

whole point in reporting these violations was to point to something even 

more significant about Jesus. Our clue is found at the end of vs. 55: “Now the 

chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain testimony against 

Jesus to put Him to death; and they were not finding any.  

 

No legitimate crimes could be found against Jesus. Even when His life was 

carefully and jealously scrutinized by His enemies. There is no sin, no 

violation of the law. If there were any flaws to be found in His private life, 

they had Judas to snoop it out—but there was none. Like politicians today, 

every single word Jesus spoke in public was carefully weighed for any 

possibility to be used against Him. Not even ruthless and malicious lawyers 

could bend or ruin the legal system well enough to incriminate Him on the 

basis of His life. His life was pure, perfect, flawless, without sin!  

 

Finally the high priest in utter exasperation, steps forward to put pressure on 

Jesus who has said nothing up to this point—even when He was being falsely 

accused.  

 

Vs. 60-61:“Do you not answer? What is it that these men are testifying 

against You? But Jesus kept silent and did not answer. Again the high priest 

was questioning Him, saying, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed 

One?” And Jesus said,  “I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at 

the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 
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Jesus words could not have sent a greater shock wave throughout the room. 

The high priest has just asked Jesus if He was the Messiah, the Son of God. 

Jesus not only answered His question affirmatively by saying, “I am,” He 

also identified Himself unmistakably as the One they all knew about in 

Daniel 7—One like a Son of Man who was presented before the Ancient of 

Days and to Him was given dominion, Glory, and a kingdom that all the 

peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him. And His 

dominion and His kingdom would be forever! 

 

The irony here is that Jesus is not only claiming deity, to be the Son of God; 

His reference to Daniel is in essence saying to those who are judging Him 

that He is their Judge, their Divine Judge, who will one day condemn them 

for their blasphemy.  

 

At this, the High Priest tore His clothes and charged Jesus with blasphemy. It 

would be blasphemy if Jesus were not the Son of God, yet ironically because 

He is God it is the High Priest is doing the blaspheming against God’s Son.  

So what do we see here in Mark 14? Several things… 

1. We see the unveiled depth of human depravity in the ruthless and 

malicious hearts of religious God-haters. But don’t stop there… 

 

2. We see the devastating results of inflated, false confidence in human 

effort and stamina.  But don’t stop there… 

 

3. Most importantly, we see the sterling
4
 righteousness of Jesus, tested 

and tried by fire, found flawless. This is the most precious of all that 

we see here.  

What’s so amazing is that God used even the forged trial by ruthless, 

malicious scoundrels to display the perfect flawlessness of Jesus’ life. It’s 

one thing for a man’s life to be scrutinized and stand up under the law. Yet 

it’s another for a man’s life to be pressed through the blender of injustice by 

men who will sin at any cost to destroy him and still emerge without a 

blemish.  
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 Thoroughly excellent, genuine,  

Why is Jesus’ perfect righteousness so precious to us? Why is it the sweetest 

honey for us to drink from this passage? Because it is the impeccable 

righteousness of Jesus that secures our status of favor before God Most Holy! 

It is the only mean by which we may one day stand before God faultess and with 

great joy! (Jude 1:24). 

We say that the cross saves us?! It does. But don’t miss the wonder that Jesus 

is saving us right here in this text as He is being illegally tried, falsely 

accused, brutally abused, withstanding the scrutiny of both law and liar 

together, all the while refusing to sin in return and maintaining His perfect, 

sterling, impeccable righteousness, even as the flames engulf Him!  

The only sacrifice that could save us from our sins is one that is perfect and 

holy just as God is perfectly holy. And Jesus is that sacrifice—the sacrifice 

of the Son of God who lived a human life with perfect righteousness, never 

sinning, to secure our salvation.  

What flaws has life revealed in you?  

What will you do? What can you do? There is only one lifeline.  

It is to be in union with Christ, being bonded to His perfect flawless 

righteousness that changes our legal status before God from guilty to 

righteous—simply and wholly trusting Jesus; dying to confidence in self to 

relay completely on His impeccable righteousness.  

His righteousness is like a molten metal so hot that when it strikes the surface 

of our souls, it burns out the dross of our sinful impurities, and coats us—

seals us—in the sterling finish of His perfection, His flawless righteousness!  

This is where our hope lies—not in our deluded visions of self-confidence, 

convincing ourselves that we really aren’t so bad after all and that our flaws 

are really quite minor-–No! Our only hope is to be clothed in the 

righteousness of Jesus.   

And so this morning I urge you to consider eternity. The bible tells us that 

every person will one day give an account to Christ Himself who is the Judge 

of the living and the dead. Weigh your flaws against the perfect flawlessness 

of God’s holiness. Are you perfect? Jesus said, “you are to be perfect as your 



heavenly father is perfect” (Matt 5:48). God said, “you shall be holy for I am 

holy” (I Pet 1:16) Are you holy? I urge you to be wise, to be humble; to 

abandon false-confidence in yourself and by faith roll all of your confidence 

onto the perfect, impeccable, sterling righteousness of the Savior.  

Song: The Solid Rock! 

Communion: 

 Bread: Isa 53:7 

 Cup: Rom 4:7-8 


